Consumer Information: Air Quality Regulation in California 


Page 1 of 6 


n-r 




Hour 


cjjjrornicj 




\y 




» 5iW’ 




m 


Search 


Site Map 


Software 


’ Contact Us 


Air Quality Regulation in California 

This page updated January 11, 2001. 


Getting 
Involved 
In The 
Rulemaking 
Process 


GET INVOLVED 

California Air Resources Board (ARB), the state air quality agency, encourages you to 
get involved in the air quality regulatory process. Board hearings and workshops are 
public forums for all points of view. You can present your ideas and hear what others 
think as well. This pamphlet explains how you can help us find better ways to clean up 
the air. 


AIR RESOURCES BOARD 
MEETI NGS 


Where: The Air Resources Board meets in Sacramento or in other locations around the 
state as needed. 

When: The Board usually meets once a month — typically on the second Thursday or 
Friday of the month. 

Public hearings are held to decide on regulatory items. 

Public meetings are forums for discussion of issues and can include the proposal and 
approval of reports on air quality and other non-regulatorv Board actions. 
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A public notice, published 45 days before hearings, announces proposed regulatory 
items and invites public comment. 

The agenda for Board meetings is published 10 days before the monthly meeting. 

To receive notices and Board agendas, call or write or visit our website at: 
http: //www .ar b.ea .g ov/board/ho a rd.ht ni or subscribe to our list serve at 
http ://ww w,arb,ca,goy/iistserv/b oard-notice s/bo ard-notice s.htni. 

Air Resources Board 
Public Information Office 
P.O.Box 2815 
2020 L Street 
Sacramento, CA 95812 
(916) 322-2990 

WHAT HAPPENS AT A 
HEARING OR MEETING? 

ARB staff presents an item to the Board and then answers questions and discusses the 
item with the Board members. This is followed by public testimony and discussion. 

The Board then deliberates and takes action on the item. 

Written comments on agenda items may be submitted to the Clerk of the Board. To be 
considered by the Board, you must mail written comments so that they are received by 
12 noon the day before the meeting. Email contents should be forwarded to the email 
address identified in the formal meeting notice. You may also give them directly to the 
Clerk of the Board at the meeting. 

Oral testimony: To testify before the Board on an agenda item, sign up with the Clerk 
of the Board at the meeting. 

When you are called to testify, come to the podium at the front of the Board Room. 
State your name and affiliation. Present your position clearly and concisely. The Board 
members and those waiting to testify will appreciate it. 

If you have submitted written comments as well, summarize your viewpoint briefly. 
Board members will have your written comments before them for reference. 

If you wish to bring up issues from prior testimony, avoid repeating the same points. 
Instead, reference the points of interest and focus your testimony on issues not yet 
covered. 

For maximum effectiveness, clear and concise testimony has the greatest impact. 

When you get right to the point, the Board will respond better to the merits of your 
presentation. 
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RULEMAKING 

PROCESS 


RELATED CHANGES 
PROPOSED 


i 


15 DAY NOTICE OF 
CHANGE MAILED 


AUTHORITY TO REGULATE IS 
GIVEN TO THE AIR RESOURCES 
BOARD BY THES TATE 
LEGISLATURE. 


i 


IDEAS FOR PROPOSED 
REGULATIONS MAY COME FROM 
THE PUBLIC, INDUSTRY, OR 
GOVERNMENT. 


i _ 

DURING REGULATORY 
DEVELOPMENT, ARB STAFF 
DOES RESERACH, WRITES THE 
DRAFT REGULATION, AND 
CONDUCTS PUBLIC 
WORKSHOPS. 


* 


Proposed regulations are 
ANNOUNCED, with a request 
:FOR PUBLIC COMMENT, 45 DAYS 
! BEFORE THE B CARD HEARING. 




BOARD HEARING 




BOARD DECISION 




REGULATION 
ADOPTED AND FILED 
WITH OAL* 


REGULATION 

IMPLEMENTED 



*Stati Qfflu QfA&.-tuuzn-ttRvs Law* 


The Air Resources Board 

Tht' Air Resources Board's eleven members are appointed by the Governor with tlie 

consent of the Slate Senate. They are chosen on the basis of their demonstrated interest, ___ „ 

http-JJwwwo irb.ca. gov/re siicf/pamphlet.hfm 05/23/2001 
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and proven ability in the field of air pollution control and their understanding of the 
needs of the general public in connection with air pollution problems. 

Who are the Board Members? Members must meet qualifications specified in the law. 
Five members must be chosen from the boards of local air quality management districts: 
one each from the San Diego Air Pollution Control District, San Francisco Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District, San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District, 
South Coast Air Quality Management District (greater Los Angeles region), and one 
from any other district. Three other members fill specific categories. One must have 
expertise in automotive engineering or a closely related field. One must have expertise in 
science, agriculture, or law. One must be a physician and surgeon, or health effects 
expert. One of the three remaining members must have expertise in air pollution control, 
or must meet the qualifications of one of the three categories mentioned above. The 
remaining two members are public members. The Governor appoints a full- time 
Chairperson to the Board from among its members. 

Who Regulates air Quality? 


Federal 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

• Sets Federal Ambient Air Quality Standards 

• Oversees and Approves State Programs 

• Provides Technical and Financial Assistance 

• Regulates Pollution from Cars and Trucks (Outside California), Trains, Aircraft, 
and Most Construction and Farm Equipment 


STATE 


California Environmental Protection Agency 
Air Resources Board 

• Regulates Mobile Sources (e.g,. Cars, Trucks, and Buses), Fuels, Consumer 
Products, and Air Toxics 

• Oversees and Assists Local Districts 

• Supports Air Pollution Research 

• Sets State Ambient Air Quality Standards to Protect the Public Health 


|Ri t',b •VC..D 'i S"i 

Air Pollution Control Districts and Air Quality Management Districts 

• Governed by Local Elected Officials 

• Develop Programs for Local Attainment of Air Quality Standards 

• Regulate Stationary Sources via Permits (e.g.. Manufacturing Plants. Gas Stations. 


http:/Avw\v.arb.ca.go\dresact/pamph]et.htm 05/23/2001 
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Refineries) 

• Approve Transportation Control Measures 


Why Regulate Air Quality? 


Most Californians breathe polluted air. 

The air in California cities, and even some rural areas, is polluted. It threatens our 
health, property, and environment. With a growing population of over 30 million, and 
the kind of climate and geography where smog is easily formed, California has a serious 
air pollution problem. 

We rely on government to regulate air pollution. 

Government regulations protect the public from unfair or unsafe business practices and 
individual behavior that cause air pollution. California's health-based air quality 
standards and strict air pollution regulations have improved air quality in many parts of 
the state. But air pollution is still a big problem. 

Government can't do it alone. 

Regulations work best when everyone gets involved. While air pollution experts 
understand the technical side of air pollution, you know about the problems and special 
needs of your family, business, or city. You can help air quality regulators create more 
effective regulations. 


Who To Call 



Compliance 

(916)322-6022 

Mobile Source program 

(6261 575-6820 


MONITORING AND LABORATORY 
iOIOi 445-.'T42 


http:JJwww.Drb.cn. go v/regnct/pnmph let.htm 
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Research 

(916)445-0753 

Stationary Source 

(916; 445-0650 

Technical Support 
(916) 322-5350 


Air Resources Board 


Main Office 
1001 "I" Street 
P.O.Box 2815 
Sacramento, CA 95812 

haagen-Smit Laboratory 
9480 Telstar Avenue 
El Monte, CA 91731 


Top of page 

A RB Laws and Regulatory Activity 


A department of the California Environmental Protection Agency 
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